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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kaji (US 
5,838,370). 

Regarding claim 1, Kaji discloses an image sensing system comprising: 

an image sensing unit (2) for sensing the image of a subject and outputting image data 
representing the image of the subject (see Fig. 1); 

a volatile memory (memory 51) for temporarily storing the image data output from the 
image sensing unit (see Figs. 1 & 4; col. 5, lines 56-62. It is noted that the memory 51 is used as 
volatile memory, i.e., RAM or VRAM); 

a first display controller (embedded software modules executed by microcomputer 9) for 
controlling the display unit in such a manner that the image of the subject represented by the 
image data that has been stored in the volatile memory is displayed on a display screen (see Figs. 
1 & 5; col. 4, lines 16-33); 
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a zoom area designating unit (10, 1 1) for designating a zoom area in the image of the 
subject being displayed on the display screen (see Figs. 1 & 5; col 4, lines 22-33); 

a recording controller for recording, on a recording medium, image, data which is 
contained in the image data output from the image sensing device, representing an image within 
the area designated by the zoom designating unit (see Fig. 3B; col. 5, lines 24-30. It is noted that 
the enlarged/zoom image data is recorded after going through enlargement processing circuit 5 
and camera signal processing signal 6). 

Regarding claim 2, a second display controller (embedded software modules executed by 
microcomputer 9) for controlling the display unit in such a manner that an image within the 
zoom area designated by the zoom area designating unit is displayed on the display screen as 
image of one frame (see Figs. 3A-B & 4; col. 5, lines 37-44). 

Regarding claim 3, Kaji further discloses a zoom unit for applying zoom processing (at 
processing circuits 5 & 6) to image data representing the image within the zoom area designated 
by the zoom area designating unit (see Fig. 1); wherein the second display control unit controls 
the display unit in such a manner that a zoom image represented by the image data to which 
zoom processing has been applied by the zoom unit is displayed on the display screen as image 
of one frame (see Fig. 1; col. 4, lines 9-16, wherein the enlarged/zoom image is processed and 
displayed as shown in Figs. 3A-B). 
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Regarding claim 4, Kaji also discloses a brightness determination unit (exposure control 
19) for determining whether the image within the zoom area designated by the zoom area 
designating unit has suitable brightness; and brightness adjustment unit, responsive to the 
determination by unit that that the image within the zoom area does not suitable brightness, for 
adjusting luminance level of the image within the zoom area in such a manner that the image 
within the zoom area takes on a suitable brightness (see Fig. 2; col 6, line 55 - col. 7, line 53 and 
col. 4, lines 50-57, wherein the brightness or luminance level of the zoom area is properly 
adjusted as needed by controlling exposure level of the image pickup device 2). 

Regarding claim 5, the claimed limitations are analyzed with respect to claims 1-4. 

Regarding claim 6, a third display controller (embedded software modules executed by 
microcomputer 9) for controlling display unit so as to display the zoom area on the display 
screen (see Figs. 3A-B & 5); and designating unit (10) for designating the size of the zoom area; 
wherein the recording controller records image data, which represents an image within a zoom 
area having size conforming to the designation made by the designating unit, on a recording 
medium (Figs. 3A and 5 show different sizes and positions of selected zoom areas, and col. 5, 
lines 24-3 1 shows recording the resultant signals output from the zoom areas). 

Regarding claim 7, the claimed limitations are analyzed with respect to claim 1 . 



Regarding claim 8, the claimed limitations are analyzed with respect to claims 1-4. 



Application/Control Number: 09/902,1 1 1 
Art Unit: 2615 



Page 5 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhan T. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 605-4246. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew B Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377. 



NT. 



SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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